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Lawsuits coming
|
SAN BERNARDINO - An attorney has filed a lawsuit demanding San Bernardino County officials seek to
reimburse taxpayers the $102 million settlement made in 2006 with Rancho Cucamonga-based developer
Colonies Partners LP.

Cory Briggs filed the suit in San Bernardino County Court on Monday on behalf of two taxpayer groups, the
Inland Oversight Committee and Citizens for Responsible Equitable Environmental Development.

"l invited the board to adopt a resolution that the county is going to cooperate in our lawsuit and not fight it," Briggs said.
"And so now the ball is in the county's court. Do they want to stand up and defend an illegal contract and screw the
taxpayers for $102 million plus interest, or do they want to right the wrong and help us get the money back from the
developer and give it back to the taxpayers?"

The lawsuit alleges that because former Board of Supervisors Chairman Bill Postmus pleaded guilty in March to taking
bribes while attempting to reach the settlement with the Colonies, he violated California Government Code Section 1090.
"Bill Postmus pleaded guilty of violating code 1090 and the Supreme Court has said that a violation of Section 1090 required
the beneficiary to return all the money," Briggs said. "So the developer has to give back the $102 million."

The settlement ended litigation over who was responsible for paying for flood-control improvements at the developer's 434-
acre residential and commercial development in Upland.
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Colonies co-managing partner Jeff Burum; former county Supervisor Paul Biane; Mark Kirk, former chief of staff for
Supervisor Gary Ovitt; and former Assistant Assessor Jim Erwin were indicted in May on felony conspiracy, bribery and
conflict of interest charges.

A San Bernardino County Judge in August dismissed five of the seven charges against Burum, including all the bribery
counts, and one felony charge of misappropriation of public funds against each of the other defendants.

Prosecutors alleged Burum bribed the other defendants in exchange for their help in securing the settlement. The
defendants deny there was any illegal activity involved.

1 Public employees in California were among the best paid in the nation in 2010, according to data released by the
U.S. Census Bureau last week.

Closely following California in worker pay were New Jersey, New York, and Washington state.

Workers in Southern states were among the lowest paid. Mississippi public employees earned on average $3,147 a month -
a little more than half of what California public workers were paid. Arkansas, Oklahoma, West Virginia and Kentucky
rounded out the bottom five.

Still, some residents here don't share Allegretto’'s explanation. Azusa resident Richard Harris, 72, is among them. He simply
believes public workers in California are paid too much. "That's why we have no money," Harris said. "That's why the state
is broke."

Though the census figures do not provide overtime figures, the data show that during that time period, police officers and
firefighters saw some of the largest increases in monthly pay. Police on average made $285 more each month in 2010 than
they did in 2009. Firefighters made an additional $65.

West Covina Mayor Mike Touhey said some city services - libraries, for example - can operate with lower staffing levels.
Public safety, he said, is different. If a police officer or firefighter calls in sick, someone has to cover their shift in case of an
emergency. "The constant manning issue triggers overtime," Touhey said. "Some of those people work a lot of hours."

Carroll Wills, spokesman for the California Professional Firefighters, a state-level union, estimated said many firefighters are
obligated to work 20 to 30 hours of overtime each month. Police and firefighters also top the charts when it comes to
monthly pay. Firefighters are first, earning about $9,774 per month on average.

1 Developer involved in John Tran bribery scandal files $1.5 million claim against Rosemead ROSEMEAD - A
developer who was solicited for bribes by former Mayor John Tran has filed a $1.5 million claim against the
city, saying staff and elected officials convinced her to pursue a project that was left high and dry after Tran
lost his re-election bid in 2009. Tran, a candidate for the 49th Assembly District, agreed Friday to plead
guilty to accepting more than $10,000 in bribes from the property developer while on the City Council,
according to the U.S. Attorney's Office. In the claim the developer filed in December, she wrote that city
officials forced her to buy an extra piece of property so she could build a mixed-use project they pressured
her to pursue.

1 The Los Angeles County District At t or neyds Of fice has opened up a for mal
John R. Noguez, Los Cerritos Community News has learned exclusively. Noguez, who was elected in November of
2010 is the subject of a probe that was launched on November 18, 2011, LCCN can confirm._Story update

In an interview with David Demerjian, Senior District Attorney with the Office of Public Integrity, a complaint was filed late
|l ast year and that fan inquiry has commenced. 0

LCCN has also been told by four senior members who work at the highest levels for Noguez that that the focus of the probe
revolves around the relationship between Noguez and Encino businessman Ramin Salari.

1 LOS ANGELES®d Commerce City Councilman Robert Fierro has pleaded guilty to a federal conspiracy charge,
admitting that he and others agreed to corruptly influence witnesses to make false declarations before a federal
grand jury investigating Fierrobds role in an illegal c:
pleaded guilty to the felony charge yesterday before United States District Judge Philip S. Gutierrez.
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Last Tuesday,-in-khwand campaign treaswser, Arma Perez, 46, of Commerce, pleaded guilty to a conspiracy
charge related to her conduct in the scheme. Fierro and Perez are scheduled to be sentenced by Judge Gutierrez on April
23. At sentencing, each defendant faces a statutory maximum sentence of five years in federal prison.

AFierro @aodsipi s acor sd attempts to obstruct a federal inves
direct assaults on the integrity of the American judicial sys
al ways be vigilant in holding those accountable for compro

According to documents filed by prosecutors in federal court, during the 2004-2005 City of Commerce election campaign,
Fierro recruited family and friends to make contributions to his campaign, with Fierro secretly reimbursing the value of the
contributions in cash. Fierro never disclosed the contributions or reimbursements to the State of California or on his
campaignds finance records.

According to Perezébés plea agreement, Robert Fierro coll ect
campaign. In one instance, Perezwrot e a $500 check to Fierrods campaign, and
running mate. Fierro reimbursed Perez with a $1,000 cash payment the following day, Perez admitted in court.

1 LOS ANGELES T Former Hawthorne today to stealing a commercial

from that prosecutors said he planned to use for his home . Guidi, 54,

pleaded guilty to one felony count of grand theft before Judge William C. Ryan, said
Ed Miller with the Public Integrity Division. He was sentenced to one year probation and ordered to

complete 100 hours of . In exchange for his plea, one count of commercial burglary was
dismissed. Guidi, who worked as a warehouse operations manager for the Hawthorne School District until he was
let go last year, was captured on a video security camera loading the food mixer and a cart into a pickup truck on
March 25, 2010, and driving away. Guidi, who did not run for re-election as mayor, entered his plea just as jury
selection was scheduled to begin. The commercial mixer, valued at $1,300, was later returned to the school district,

Miller said.
q . Thanks to Randy
Economy LCCN
L. A. Ci vil Grand Jury Repor'MetrotnWbktment Beparteal 'y in the Dark?

With the backdrop of several politically contentious ballot measures and debates in City Hall (as well as in the media)
regarding the future of the L.A. DWP's performance, governance and rate structures, the Los Angeles County Civil Grand
Jury recently undertook a report to study the DWP, providing numerous findings and recommendations for the future of the
utility. The report produced by the Grand Jury, excerpted here from the Executive Summary by MIR, provides a fresh set of
eyes on issues of paramount importance to the city and its residents. For the rest of the report and the rest of the findings
on the DWP, please visit http://grandjury.co.la.ca.us/gjreports.html.

The Civil Grand Jury (CGJ) undertook an investigation of the Governance and Oversight of the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP or Department). A major impetus for this review was the transfer discussion and public relations
battle that took place among various Mayor's Office, Board of Commissioners (Commission), Los Angeles City Council
(Council), Department, and International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 18 (IBEW or Union) personnel in the
spring of 2010. There were many additional issues that became apparent during the CGJ preliminary investigations that
contributed to this focused investigation.

1 LA Times: Los Angeles, which had projected a $72-million shortfall in the current budget, has sewn up the hole
halfway into the fiscal year through a series of cost cutting measures, officials said Thursday.

iltés showing tharti gvtetdrcei rmeoti ingn.i nWe heoul d start seeing th
Administrative Officer Miguel Santana said, but he warned that city officials cannot become complacent and must continue

to rethink the budget because the next fiscalcri si s i s on the horizon. fAThe worst th
done. 0

The city faces an ongoing budget shortfall estimated at $150 million to $200 million in next fiscal year, Santana said, down
from as much as $250 million.

S a nt abudgét projections came in his midyear report submitted to the mayor and City Council. He said the city must
continue austerity measures it put in place, such as reduc
take additional steps,war ni ng, f@The city may continue to exmerience unf

SAMUEL ADAMS: It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather an irate, tireless minority keen to set brush fires in people& minds.
I ———————————— — .
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1 COMMENTARY

You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. The commentaries do not necessarily reflect the position of
Vanguardians and represent the opinion of the writer.

FROM THE PUBLISHER é SITTINGINTHE CAT BIRD SEAT

| had reported that the former Glendale Redevelopment Agency (GRA) owed $444,718,084 according

to documents filed with the State of California as of June 30,2010. That i s an amount
include interest. A year and 2 months later the GRA reported that the total of enforceable obligations is
$1,008,986,840 . The GRA chart did not disclose if the total included interest. It did show
indebtedness to Disney for $127,000,000 for property tax rebate. The City Council/GRA agreed to give
E Disney back the property tax that the GRA would collect if they would come to Glendale. The property

" tax received has the purpose of paying back indebtedness and operational expenses, By rebating, the
GRA would be in a position to continue borrowing which is a never ending circle.

| took a few minutes and prepared the following chart that shows how the Council sitting as a paid GRA kept borrowing
their way t o rogperidysvp wili nottewegsae. p

Former Glendale Redevelopment Agency Data from Enforceable Obligations as of August 2011 only for the
named areas

Bonds/Loans CoG Debt Payroll M&O
$41,621,456 $49,488,383 $10,896,240 $15,826,891
51,525,988 40,001,239 7,941,493 15,736,745
45,911,463 11,300,000 12,052,466 13,313,152
70,924,925 165,324,000
7,640,284
7,500,000
15,647,126
$240,771,242 $266,113,622 $30,890,199 $44,876,788

The report does not indicate if  the numbers in the first column include interest

There are two Plan Areas 1 Central due to sunset in 2025 and San Fernando due to sunset in 2043

Annual income from tax increment is about $40,000,000 in FYE 2010 the revenue was $45, 000,000 with

expenses of $55,000,000 requiring a Tax Allocation bond of $26,000,000 or $31,000,000 depending on

whet her you go with the CAFR or the0-Btate Controllerds
1 Total indebtedness as of August 2011 was $1,008,986,840 according to City documents

=A =4 =9

Notabl es:
1 Disney gets its Property Tax Increment returned with a debt of $127,379,092 owed to it.
1 Armenian Society of Los Angeles will get $100,000 this year from the settlement of a lawsuit with the GRA.
1 GFD gets $70,000 for plan check OT.

Now take this to t he Council sitting as the Successor Agency and ask them how they will pay the debt back without
digging the hole deeper by borrowing more money.

Dondét believe anything those sitting on t
will have to borrow even more money to get the City out of debt. There are other
ways to do that. Cut expenditures. Be business friendly when it comes to cutting
fees. Help out small businesses. Help them out the same way they did Caruso,
Disney, ABC, The Galleria, the Red Lion, the Embassy Suites, MONA,
Laemmle/Nathanson and a myriad of other wealthy businesses and individuals.

They will do their best to convince you of what they learned from the retired city
manager Jim Starbird. Borrow all you can especially while the interest rates are
low. Borrowing just doubles the debt.



There is new legislation introduced by Speaker Perez to answer some questions and set some parameters. AB
1585. Once passed and signed it is to take immediate effect.

COMMUNITY FORUM :
A lot of material was covered: the culmination of the GWP Utility Committee resulting in the filing of complaints
with three agencies and meeting with an attorney on a Private Attorney General lawsuit.

The issue of the questionable and incomparable bonds issued in 2010 by the GRA as reported to the appropriate
state agency.

A discussion on the Brown Act and Civil Rights violation by the Mayor.
Ethics violations were filed with two agencies.

Forthcoming is a review of the FPPC and the LA DA documents on the civil penalty levied against Council member
Weaver with a view towards filing a criminal complaint ala the City of Commerce council member.

The criminal complaint on cyber stalking.

An example of the search warrant process from the application to a Judge to the serving of same and the return.

Which big business tycoons were seen sneaking in the backdoor to the council and management offices lobbying

to cut their water rate redesign fees. Those who can affor

listen to the testimony of the pundits in May when the GFD fee study came before the policy makers.

And finally a report from the I RS on the dods and dondts o
and lobbying.

1 We would like your help as we have been investigating complaints from Cls (confidential informants) that have
been solicited for money and/or other items of value to receive project approvals i much like the Rosemead case
in News above. If you have been solicited by any official (elected, appointed, hired or retained) please contact me
in confidence at 818 243 1502. We have already interviewed several people who were solicited.

"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the morning, you don't belong in
politics." Jesse Unruh. And the same holds true for municipal unions and their PACs.

THE UNCONSCIONABLE GR  EED OF MEN IN UNIFOR M

What have we learned about the Arab Spring that teaches us about our own society? That
communication technology can be an effective means of fighting an oppressive government? That there
is a pent up desire to be free of corruption and oppression? That political leaders are determined to stay
in power at any cost?

All of these dynamics apply to us. New technology allows us to communicate the information that an
oppresswe government does not want us to know. Corruption damages our quality of life. Political leaders come to power
determined to extract as much wealth for themselves. All of these issues apply to us right here, right now, as it has in the
past decade, in our own back yard.

In April of 2001 barely two weeks after the city elections, the Glendale city council approved the effective transfer of over

$500 million dollars from Glendale residents and businesses to members of the police and fire employee associations. |

wonbét blame you if your first reaction is to be increaul ou
center of both the Arab revolution and our desire to change the direction of government stand two very similar groups with

very similar aims. In the Arab countries it is the military that benefits financially through embedded corruption. With us, it is

our equivalent of those uniformed men i Fire and Police associations who exchange their morals and endorsements of
guestionable political candidates in exchange for outrageous financial gain.

In Glendale the transfer of money was so great, that the city had to postpone critical and essential infrastructure from our

water, energy production and delivery systems. It had to delay and diminish the construction of parkland. It had to postpone
and reduce road and sidewalk construction. It had to increase fees for electricity, and water. It had to cut youth programs,
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cutibr ary hours, cut off the hot meals to invalid elderly, a
finances into a horrible and unrelenting financial shortfall.

The April 2001 ordinance sealed a new agreement between the city and employees that, in effect, paid nearly 400 sworn
employees five years of pay without their having to work in the city. By reducing the retirement age from age 55 to age 50 it

did not mean that these employees were no longer working. They just moved to work elsewhere.

Five years of pay without work.

Multiply 5 years of pay without work per employee times 400 employees and we get 2,000 man-years pulled out of our city
streets and city service. Assume an average salary of $100,000 and we come up with $200 million dollars transferred
instantly into the pockets of retiring employees. But not everyone retires at age 50, and the real salary cost burden is much
higher than $100,000 annually.

20% Retirement pay increase

If we assume a life-span of 80 years, anyone retiring at age 55 can expect to live 25 more years. The retirement pay also
increased from 75% of salaries to 90% - an effective 20% increase. That would translate into $375,000 in additional
retirement pay for each employee or an additional $150 million dollars transferred from taxpayers into the pockets of our
own quasi-military officers T Fire and Police.

These additional benefits, hidden from the public, add hundreds of millions of dollars more to the pension burden. From
2001 to 2011 the retirementcalc ul at i on was changed from the average of the
empl oyment. That made the mani pul at ibaostingginmitkb. &hey cansconveyte ar 6 s

unused sick leave into last-y e ar 6 s s atheacityyxqversite ishortfall of insurance payments before Medicare kicks in
at age 65. That unfunded liability alone built up to over $100 million dollars in a period of just three years.

Just like in Arab dictatorships, the ruling elite stays in power by transferring the public wealth into the pockets of their armed
forces who support them. The difference is that while in Egypt they are willing to kill civilians to remain in power, in

Glendale, they are willing to hike electricity fees, hike waterfees and trash the quality of 1if
afford the higher cost of these essential services and place the additional burden on the financially strapped schools.

Unlike Egypt, our oppression is not overt. But the damage is nonetheless very real. We suffer the policies of unrelenting
greed made possible by the very politicians that they i Fire fighters and police officers, helped put into office. Over $500
million additional dollars transferred unnecessarily in the past decade from rate-payers, taxpayers, school district, and
community college into the pockets of the men sworn to protect us.

The irony is that the country that gave us the internet, smart phones, Tweeter and Facebook is mired in such incredible
ignorance of our own government that we suffer under financial oppression. We need to create our own democratic spring
next year and toss every incumbent into the trash-heap of morally corrupt leaders.

HERBERT MOLANO Click here FORrR Glendale Today

TRASHING THE CITY @5 FINANCES O PART Il

The pay and benefit changes that councilmen Frank Quintero, David Weaver, and Rafi Manoukian approved in 2001 were
compounded in 2005 when the benefits to the remainder of city employees were increased by 25%. It grew from 60% of
their base salary to 75%. Councilman Ara Najarian took part in that financially destabilizing ordinance. But it was only the
beginningofNaj ari anés invol vement.

In the fall 2005 the Glendale city managers wanted to get in on the benefit bandwagon that Fire and Police had initiated four
years earlier. They formed their own organization so they too could endorse candidates, create a big election funding pool,
and not be held accountable to performance measures. They also could push to increase their ranks and be able to take off
earlier from work knowing that new hires could be counted on to take on their tasks. Between 1999 and 2009 roughly 40%
more mid-managers were hired to service a smaller city population.

The extreme cash demands of these changes were evident well before the recession. The city had to transfer money from
the electric and water utility improvement funds and pour it into the General Fund from where the pay and benefits are paid.
In effect, the utility had to be the cash cow for the excesses caused by three groups i Fire Fighters, Police Officers, and
Managers.

But transferring money from the water utility was against the state constitution. It did not matter. The city manager and the
city councilmen would become complicit outlaws by circumventing the law and use the water utility as source of back-door


http://glendaletoday.blogspot.com/

taxation without voter approval. Yet the transfers were even more egregious and damaging than nearly all city residents
know.

In 2000 for the first time since 1943, the city stopped laying new water-mains. Then for seven more years the GWP stopped
all water-main construction despite the fact that over 50% of the pipes were laid before 1940. Broken water mains, corroded
valves, and extremely low water pressure were not enough evidence to stop the fund transfers. It did not matter that the
lives and property of tens of thousands of residents would be put in jeopardy due to the extremely low flow of water in many
city areas. To fund the pay and pension increases the money needed to come from someplace. Just how bad was the
impact?

In a report submitted on October 2, 2007 to the Water Services management, CDM, a long-time city contractor and outside
consulting firm laid the financial requirements to improve critical infrastructure. For 2007-08 the GWP water utility needed
$20 million. For 2008-09 $28 million. For 2009-10 $19 million and so on. A total of $222 million dollars was estimated as an
essential and critical investment to keep the water delivery and production system working adequately. So in the past
decade the city transferred tens of millions of dollars from the water utility to feed an ever growing demand for money and
benefits by the three top employee unions. But it gets even worse.

In 2008 the city needed to borrow $110 million dollars to keep the water reserve funds from collapsing and make urgent
repairs. Once the bonds were approved, someone in the city turned that bond issue into an opportunity for an initiative that
was notinthe ADMcons ul t ant $nsart Meteps.olThat request was not made by the city staff. It was not requested by
the GWP director Mr. Steiger as he had not been yet hired. It was like putting in an expensive GPS and stereo system on
car when the transmission, tires and brakes needed replacement instead.

Here is one explanation that may turn out to be true. Two council members, very likely Quintero and Najarian met with sales
representatives of the company that sells these expensive systems. Despite protestations by GWP staff, the councilmen
were determined in making the deal. So, in order to ram through the $70 million contract, they hired a director with the
mandate to make that program a priority.

It has been my contention, after many years of observingthecity counci | 6s actions and studyi
reason many candidates run for office is to make the financial deals to get a piece of the action. To think otherwise is to

make the majority of the city council hugely ignorant of all these reports, or utterly stupid. They are neither. The downturn in

the economy has given the council members an easy explanat
finances, yet they continue to seek elected office. Why?

Think these outlaws work for the public? Think that by bringing in a pastor to give the council meeting invocation makes
them religiously ethical? Think that by giving away plaques and commendations to non-profit volunteers will augment the
council 6s mor al thesé amundlimangérs nkay attemptad burnish their image, but their core values will
remain unchanged i Seeking wealth.

Next year wedl | have the opportunity to haul away the tras
HERBERT MOLANO

GOVERNING OUROWN  |RAQ

If you have ever wondered why Iraq is nearly ungovernable, look no further than the ethnic, language, and religious
di visions, then top it off with a | ack of experience in pa

Glendale has the Anglo population settled comfortably in their homes for decades with an aging population settled in their
ways. There is the new 30% of Armenian immigrants, eager to build businesses and bigger homes to accommodate their
extended families. Then we have roughly 20% Asian population quietly building their education and incomes. Then we have
the diminishing Hispanics, with burdens and obstacles in America but a relief from worse burdens and danger in their
country of origin.

But too often, when it comes to politics, each ethnici t y can project onto the candidate
quietly. Candidates for city council are only too glad to portray the other ethnicities as their obstacles towards an improved
guality of | ife. The f aaovwhatthecandidate & teling therothers anly makes forithe sucaess of

a psychopathic candidate more likely.

But are we getting the government we deserve? Are the current council members a reflection of our
ethnic/religious/economic/language divisions? Or are these politicians simply reflecting a nation whose values are primarily
aligned with money?



Only up to a point is money a contributor to a good quality of life in as much as it relieves the uncertainty of basic needs for
shelter, food, and health. When it relieves financial worries, it sustains marriages and provides for more educational
activities for children. But there is perhaps a greater value in the commons. That we can all benefits from larger parks, good
schools, good hospitals, good public transportation, or summer concerts.

Despite our most obvious differences, we have a vast list of common values. We value productive work, education, and
truth. We value good health. We value the care and nurture of children. We value good parks and safe streets. We value
harmony and faith. Most of us value empathy and charity. Many of us value competition and contracts. There are more
commonalities of values than we dare to explore. Yet we succumb to the politics of divide and conquer in the earnest voice
of a duplicitous politician.

Too often it seems as if we are mired in an unhealthy pursuit of riches wrapped in mindless parochialism. We seem all too
eager to want to hoard, differentiate, separate and divide, then elect politicians who play to our worst sentiments. Politics,
too often, brings out the worst in us, like a zero-sum game.

The next time you see a grandfather walking his grand-daughter to the elementary school, tell me if that image is not
reflective of the common values most of us share. Giving life is our essential human value.

Here is another value inherent in being an American or a resident of Glendale i E pluribus unum.
HERBERT MOLANO

Most people want the benefits of an accountable government but are afraid to work for accountability or to support those that
do often because they fear retaliation or are the beneficiaries of the largesse or corruption of government

The penalty good men and women pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men. PLATO

2 CO mmon Area ED i Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, Vanguard News Service, the

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with
retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Letters are publishedat t he e diefogaivds sol e p

Thanks for sending me the draft of Vanguard. Regarding the Commerce Council member- It looks like Weaver was
lucky that the complaint against him for money laundering went to the FPPC instead of the FBI. He could be doig time
right now instead of just paying $9,000. Phil Gray

That Mike Mohill really pissed off the Mayor in order to have him escorted from the Council Chambers. As | watched |
saw at least one Brown Act violations by her combining two of the three issues on the Campaign Finance Reform item.
He spoke on the background which was certainly within the context of the report and then she violated his civil rights,
his First Amendment rights by having him escorted off. Mohill should file a Brown Act Cure and Correct and have his
attorney hit the Mayor with a civil rights law suit. This is the way those who question government are treated in
Glendale. What a shame. Carl Livingston

Isittruet hat a number of people are preparing to sue the Wei
preparing to sue them for copyright infringement? | heard this being spoken to at the Vanguard community Forum.

Thanks for giving us an opportunity to ask questions and vent our frustrations with the City Council. Inquiring minds

want to know. Liz

Barry, | have looked at the numerous clips of Ara Najarian at the City Council speaking about you. Coupled with the
letter he presented at your records office, | think you have an excellent defamation case and conflict of interest case
where Ara was using the City Council pulpit to further his own law practice. If nothing else you should submit that to
CalBar or the FPPC. If you plan to pursue this matter | would suggest that you do so quickly as there will be little left
after Darleen cleans up his portfolio. | am always available to you. JD

Will Mr. Councilmember Najarian have to pay more rent for his office on Central and raise the rents pn his building on
Brand or will the GFD 6forgetdéd to |l et GWP know of the si
came to his house to prepare and serve dinner to his 40 guests. AG

TAKE ACTION T GET INVOLVED 1T BE INFORMED 1 SHARE VANGUARD i VOLUNTEER
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3 Public Information

The City is still delinquent on fulfilling the following public record requests:

DEc. 2, 2011: The Glendale City Charter indicates the GWP has 5 funds: the Waterworks Revenue Fund, the Electric Works
Revenue Fund, the Sinking Fund, the Surplus Fund and the Depreciation Fund. Provide documents demonstrating the
income to and expenditures from each of those Funds from January 1, 2001 to and including December 2, 2011.

December 16, 2011: Please provide all documents from, to and between the CoG and the consultant Willdan from January
1, 2008 to and including December 15, 2011. Please provide all invoices from and payments to Willdan for the same period.

NOVEMBER 28, 2011: Please provide the following documents, generated by PeopleSoft in a CSV format in electronic
form on a CD or DVD, regarding GWP, its managers and others involved in financial transactions on behalf of GWP
from January 1, 2008 until and including November 28, 2011: PeopleSoft "Transaction Detail Reports"” for all Funds,
Departments, Projects, Programs, Grants, and Bonds under the control or influence of the general Manager of
GWP, or his subordinates. CSV is a standard form that is generated by PeopleSoft

fAll truths are easy to understand once they have been discovered; the point is to discover them.6 Galileo Galilei.

City Meeting Calendar for the City of Glendale CA
Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2" Floor at 613 E Broadway.
Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway.
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg. (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave.
Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise

Monday, February 13 Planning Commission i 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140
Fuentes Hearing 3PM MSB
Comm. on the Status of Women i 5:30 pm, CH 548-4844 Thursday, February 16

Arts & Culture Commission i 2:00 pm, CH 548-2000
Tuesday, February 14 Design Review Board #1 -- 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140
Housing Authority 7 3:00 pm, CH 548-2060
City Council -- 6:00 pm CH 548-4844 Friday, February 17

Community Development Block Grant Committee 1
Wednesday, February 15 7:30 am, CH 548-2060

Fuentes Hearing 5:30PM CH
Glendale Planning Hearing Officer i 9:30 am, MSB 548-2140
_____________________________________________________________________________________________|

4 Vanguardians

Barry Allen is available to speak at your group to answer questions and share secrets; To discuss
public records, the Brown Act, the Political Reform Act and the role of the whistleblower.

i Vanguard archives are also available by clicking i Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California

1 People from all over LA County are asking for Vanguard and Vanguardians training. We are expanding

our coverage of LA County activities to accommodate the needs of the community.
_

VANGUARDIANS thanks you for your Continuing Support please

make checks pNANGUARDEANSOo Mai | to: POB 11202 Gj endal e
Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes

T The Ralph M Brown Act mandates legislative bodies to provide each person an opportunity to speak and requires that
agendas are posted and meetings are open.

T The California Public Records Act (PRA) is the tool to get information about the operations of government.

T The Political Reform Act of 1974 allows public access to the financial reports of public officials.
1
1

www.maplight.org to follow the money trail from special interests to the policy maker
Rafi Manoukian has a webpage where readers can get difficult to obtain data: www.manoukian.us
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http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.brownact.org/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=06001-07000&file=6250-6270
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?id=51
http://www.maplight.org/
http://www.manoukian.us/

If you need a great webmaster contact Larry Tuch whose website is www.elitetechsolution.com. Contact him at
ltuch_1977@verizon.net or call 813-464-5448 if you need website services or specific software needs or technical
training. Payment arrangements are available.

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk.
The right way is not always the popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of
moral character.

5 l lthe Insider is written by city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are

concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum.
The comments are their own.

It's interesting that Hassan Haghani [ED-Ed i t h F u e rthe diredior df mlasreng] is meeting privately with Sam
Manoukian of the Civil Service Commission at the same time as the "Fuentes" hearing is starting. Always covering his
bases.

At the Fuentes CSC hearing: It went 6 solid hours of hearing time. The City put on only ONE witness. They are not

rushing as the taxpayers have "deep pockets"anywayas t hey wor k toward burttyiRolgert up Fue
Racine and Atty. Albert Abkarian had an impressive array of PowerPoints. Mr. Haghani was sweating all along. Wait until

he gets to be cross-examined by Racine and Abkarian next week. That would be interesting. Council Member Quintero

dropped by tonight.

Elaine Wilkerson used to stop by the Planning department after she retired and while she was helping Ms Fr i e d ma n ¢
campaign for election. She would go through files getting names of potential contributors while Hassan would say nothing.
No cojones.

"Politics is entertainment. ltés a sport. I t 6s f eed.Partye we
animals. Politicians are interchangeable.” - Bob Dylan

6 THE DENIZENSON THE DAIS

Arrogance and ignorance permeates the Dais.

Meanwhile the Cityés investment portfolio | oantam@ubtdha0® 00, O
includes restricted amounts that can only be used for the purpose intended.

iYou candét win an argument with Keft Mor on, an | di
|

7 Action Plan

Committees: Vanguardians has several working committees and we are dedicated to working with the
community to help them facilitate their needs. Now that we have better communications and can send to our
15,000 constituents i not including passalongs i we are able to get the word out quickly.

Utility: This committee is exploring the ways to control GWP spending; to roll-back the illegal water revenue
transfers and to explore several other issues.

Legislative: This committee is involved in communicating to the State and Federal legislative bodies needed
changes in legislation.

Land Use: Recently as more and more property owners are losing their rights to a very small, vocal NIMBY
minority, we have found that there are some egregious applications of local building and safety codes. For
instance planning staff has testified that they are only doing what Council wants, not
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http://www.elitetechsolution.com/
mailto:ltuch_1977@verizon.net
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html

following the law. If you would like to serve on a committee, please contact us at the number on the
masthead.

8 Parting Shot

YES, ' A CLIMATE- ABSOLUTELY, SiR! HERE AT
GOOP MORNING, YOU'YE CHANGE PEMER, ANP wyFACTS, WE BELIEVE
REACHEP mMyFACTS! THIS I NEEP EVIDENCE TO EVERYONE I5 ENTITLER TO
15 AUSTIN, HOR MAY T THEIR OiUN SET OF FACTS! ARE
YOU & PROFESSHIONAL FUNBIT?

E couvRrT

=Y Since 1954 Congress has
A

muzzled 501(c)(3)
organizations while the
Supremes decided that
Super PACS are OK.

— =

|l CORPORATIONS
' ARE
PEOPLE

s
rULL% vaneiny seLien JUST BALLS AND Sﬁ‘?m‘ﬁf-':' 1
D100, THE T AT WOWRE CUT. —~

Tl

Email info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact you. Vanguardians encourage and support advocacy,
involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to
reci pi ent 6s plistrVamgnaadiansesasb01IC3 educational non-profit corporation. Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians
does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and Barry Allen
wiggio_thread-398cj@wiggiomail.com to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail
$75, Newsstand $2 per issue. Copyrighted materials used with permission. ISSN 2158-7280 ©2012

12


mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:wiggio_thread-398cj@wiggiomail.com

